
UCL Mathematics Education Personal Statement 

Marx once said that "a discipline can only be said to be truly developed when its 

development uses mathematics." Learning how to best teach and encourage 

students to use Maths is at the heart of this course. First, by understanding the 

context of math’s education at every level of schooling and society, in terms of policy 

and practice. Then understanding how I can become a better teacher, through a 

better appreciation of mathematical problems, processes and making maths come 

alive for the students I will go on to teach 

Having studied in Canada for 4 years at the University of Waterloo Majoring in 

Statistics with a Minor in Pure Mathematics I feel that this course is an ideal 

progression of my mathematical knowledge, as well as my wide range of experience 

in terms of data science and programming languages from SAS, Python and R. In 

order to grow in my knowledge and expertise I knew that best was to do so, was 

through studying a postgraduate degree in mathematics education at UCL. 

I have studied in Canada since I was in High School and was lucky enough to get 

into the University of Waterloo which is one of the highest rated Universities in 

Canada for my course. I want to come and study in the UK due to the age and depth 

of experience I can be exposed to at a UK University. British education is known 

globally for its quality and close relation to future work and will give me a great 

exposure to a different culture than I am used to in Canada or China. I relish the 

chance for a new challenge academically and socially to broaden my horizons. 

My Bachelor’s degree was heavily Math’s based but there was an underlying 

emphasis on the use of computer programming in concert. I was lucky enough to be 

a 1st year Scholar and was chosen based on my results for a prestigious 

international exchange programme with the Hong Kong University of Science and 

Technology. This meant that I have gained a great understanding in algebra, 

calculus, linear algebra, physics, statistics, mathematical statistics, applied 

probability and number theory. 

Also, through my studies and my own time I have built up a broad range of 

knowledge in various computer programming language including SAS which I am 

certified in, Python, SQL, R and MATLAB which would be highly useful in a wide 

range of academic, financial and teaching disciplines. Combining these two broad 

areas will allow me to excel at this postgraduate course. 

Previously I worked at one of the largest banks in China, China Construction Bank. 

There I was able to develop the understanding and knowledge to sell a wide range of 

financial products. Also, I put my math’s and programming knowledge into practice 

by analyzing a wide range of data to increase sales and produce reports for the team 

in branch to identify consumer trends and potential opportunities. Currently I work as 

an English teacher at the New Oriental Education and Technology Group. The 

largest provider or private educational services in China. Here I have thoroughly 

enjoyed teaching, helping and guiding the future talent of tomorrow and learning how 

to effectively communicate, motivate and inspire. 



Thank you for taking the time to read my personal statement. I chose UCL because it 

is a world leading institution in this field. With its long history, esteemed alumni and 

world class facilities I knew that this is the perfect place for me to finish my studies 

before embarking in my professional career. I am certain I can continue my ability to 

produce excellent academic results and contribute to the University both on and off 

campus. I look forward to your favorable response. 

 

 


